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Soviet Attitudes toward Political Problems
1. Tt is difficult, of course,.to estimate the percentage of the Soviet
population which opposed or supported the present regime. However,
it is safe to assumé that many would be very happy to see the present
government replaced. Almost all of the older generation, the religiously
devout, and persons who had 1ived abroad were opposed to the regime,
although, of course, they kept their thoughts to't es except in
the company of a small circle of trusted friends, 25X1

there were additional elements both at the top and bottom of Soviet
society who were opposed to the present Soviet government;, Of the
remainder, the mass of workers and the younger generation, perhaps
only 50 percent were advocates of the Communist regime.
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2¢ It is well to keep in mind that there was hardly a family or
person in the Soviet Union who had not been directly or indirectly
affected by the oppressive measures of the Soviet police atate.
& Soviet chemist who enjoyed a responsible position at In-
stitute 88 was typical of several Soviet citizens| 25X1

’father
and several brothers or sisters had been arrested during a
purge ‘in the 1930's and had never bsen heard of since. Only
the chemist and his mother remained. They openly expressed
their hatred of the system and of individmal conmunigts.
There are undoubtedly countless others like them. '

JQ y |  2sx1

in
. HPZB at the time of the American presidential sleoction. Jhis
man said, "If they would only let ue have free slectiona,-
and if Pruman and Stalin were the two candidates, then 90%
of the Soviet people would vote for Truman®.

4.. On the other hand, there were certain achievements or espects
of Soviet aoeiety which were regarded with pride by the majority
of the Soviet population. Lenin was loved and respeoted, ale.
moat delfied by moat Soviete. Many people who were not Qofie
muniste or suppertera of the government agreed with the booke
keeper at Institute 88 who said that "If Lenin had lived, -
everything would have been better", when eritiolzing the
ocruelsy of Btalin's poliace.

5, Many Soviet uitizena, especially young people, were proud of

and believed in Soviet claims of Ruseian and Soviet priori-

ties in certain lnventions and technical advances, This point:
should be treated with disoretion by Western propagandiltn.

Many people were also proud of the Mosocow subway and the large
oonstruction projeots undertaken in the ocapital odty in poste.

war years., However, it would be & relatively simple task for
Western propagandists to point out that publio funds could
- have been used more sensibly for workers' housing than for the 25X1
pubway's lavish deoorations.

6| |rarely heard any open oriticism of Stalin by the looal Soviet

population. often heard remarks_ to . 25X1
- the effeot tha Lenin ved, things would have been

better" indloates that Stelin wam disliked by the average

Soviet. ‘ :

7. BSimilarly, there was no direct ariticiem of the Comnunist

Party as an institution by Soviet oltizens, as no one dared

to do 90, However, suggestive atatements made by mary Soviet
workers and technioians,as well as their gensral behavior,
indicated that party members were gonerally looked upon am

big shots (Bongzen) by non-party members and were disliked as.
such: It ie noteworthy that non-party members seldom mingled

" with party members and remained within their own sooial ciroles.
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agpects of Soviet propaganda concerning foreign relations.
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The former probably etood their distance out of discretion and
fear -- fear that they might be considered as politically
unrellable by members of the Party.

Soviet employees never apoke
of the MGB when referring to the secret police but used the
term MVD or NKVD. It was their universal desire to stay as
far away from MVD persomnel as possible, especially those
engaged in uncovering supposedly subversive elements. Al-

“though the average Soviet spoke as little as possible about’

the MVD, it was obvious that he “had grest fear and respect for
the opowers of this  ipstitution, Por example, a rather
heated argument once developed among choppers at the Gorodo-
mlya magazin. Someone was evidently trying to pusk his way
into line. The magazin director called up the local MVD
political agent and asked for dssistance. When the latter
arrived on the scene, the Soviets in the shop immediately
ceaged their argument and meekly re-formed their line. Ale
though the man did not say & word, it became so quiet one
could hear a pin drop.

The Soviet population obviously doubted the veraecity of some

v | Cutside on the
street, a public loumd speaker was blaring out the latest

news announcing that a highly successful harvest of wheat

was juet completed in the USSR. The man remarked

"It ig certainly odd that we have just harvested so many tonl

of wheat ‘and that 'people are starving in America! and,yet,

-we can't buy any bread in the shops. They should stop their

‘stupid lieg.n | |we were then suffering from

a bread shortage in Ostashkov. Another indication of dias-
belief of Soviet news sources was the faot that many Soviet
employees frequently repeated the rumors that ZEDANOV and
DMITROV had. met unnatural dedaths. .

The Soviet citizenry lived in an abounding fear of & new world
war.
literally shook from fear when hostilities broke out in Korea.

They expected almost every day that the Soviet Union would be .

drawn into the war.

The intensive propaganda directed by Soviet authorities against
the United States evidently had some effecty as many Soviets
8poke as 1f they believed that the United States was an aggrese
dive state, & country where oppression of the working masses
reigned free, Some psople thought that the United States
would launch an attack on the USSR and some thought otherwise,
but almost everyone feared another war, a repetlition of the
terrible hunger and privation suffered during World War II.

-However, several incidents mentioned earlier indicated that,

undoubtedly, many Soviets falled to believe offiecial acousations
that the United States had aggressive intentions toward the‘“
USSR. |

She once admitted confidentially

e woul @ so much better if only the Amerieans would

oone.
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12. Comments by Soviet e¢itizens on such developments as the Mar-
shall Plan, HATQ,ard EDC were seldom if: ever heard, zor was
much said about such noeteworthy developments as the atomic’
explosion in the USSR, the Soviet peace appeals,and the sup~
posed West German army. Presumsbly these points wereé too
sensitive to be discussed with Germasns or with stirangers. -
'Posgibly the average Soviet eimply lacked the necessary time
or money to be a regular reader of newspapers.

‘ _ ﬁgzigt Reaetien te Foraign Radio Broadeaats

13. | ny Soviet radio owners at Branch No. 1, 25X1
. engineers and other pegsons in leading poaitiona,
frequently listened to Western radio stneionqjincluding Y0A
Russian-language programa, RIAsgand BWDR (Kordwest-Deutsclier
Rundfurk). Numerous incidents mav be oited | | 25X 1

14. KHUTORYANSKIY, an MVD official in charge of the %secret" section
" (Section 1) at Branch No. 1, was one of the most faithful
Iistenera to Western broadecasts. He lived in an apartment
building which was ooccupied mainly by German specialists.

His neighbors |frequently heard through 25X1
‘the thin walls VOA and RIAS transmissions on EHUTORYANSKIY'!S
radio.

15+ Another amusing inecident occurred when a German speciallst
visited yASIT¥EY, the chief engineer at Branch No. 1, in his
office on offic1al business. VASILYEV, KHUTORYANSKIY, and
CHERNOPYATOV (chief of the radio laboratory) were then con-
ferring behind closed doors in VASILYEV'S office. The German
knocked and was told to come in. He was surprised to discover
on entering that the three wers listening to & VOA Russian-
language broadoast dealing with the subject of state capi-
talism. They had either forgotten to turn off the radio
or else had expected someone else, At any rate, they tried
to make a joke about the whole matter,saying to the effect .
that "these ailly Americans are t{rying to make us belie ve that
we have state oapitalism" ) However, it was clear that this
was eimply a clumsy febrication, an attempt to hide their
real intentions.

-16. On angther occaaionJ WISILYEV&& a party given 25X1
for Soviet and German specialists. THe German orchesira was '
playing the son "Rosa von Woerthersee™, |  |surprised - 25X1
to hear that ILIEanew the lyrics perfectly. 4As this song
© Was never played by East Zome radio stations but only in \
Wostern Germany, how it was thet he knew the 25X1
song so well, VASELY en answered, somewhat abashed, that i . '

he had heard the song played on Redio Leipzig. The man was .
obviously lying. ) . .

17. Also indicative of Soviet interest in hearing Weatern radio
* " broadcaste was their great interest in buying, from German
specialists; second-hand radios equipped with short wave re-
ception, This was true not only of Soviet engineers but also
of workers who had little money for such luxury items. Also
indicative was the fact that many Soviet employees knew of .
news events in the West whick were not publicized in Soviet ine.
formation media. For exampls, CHERNOPYATOV, laboratory diroctor, 25X1
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fisquently discussed reports of "flying saucers" in tﬁe United
States although these were not carried in the Soviet press,

18. Many Soviet engineers at Branch No. 1 brought their radios

to | to be repaired or adjusted. It was note-
-worthy that they were always i j mproving or cor-
reoting short wave reception. moat,

if not all, of these radio owners listened to broadcasts

from the West as, of course, few Soviet stations transmit on
ghort wave bands. Again, EKHUTORTANSKIY was one o
regular customers and was particularly demanding abou ]
radio's short wave reception. S '

19. 'The Voatok, Baltike, and VEF radies were ihe most popular modela’

smong the Soviet employees at Branch No. 1. Nost radie owners

were, of course, engineers and other high paid personnel, as few '

Soviat workers could afford such a luxury.

20. radio was practically
the only available form of amusemeént on Gorodomlya. ‘The -
BBC German-~language broadcests were the most popular among
the German specialists. It was a daily routine | %o
listen to evening news frow BBC, The BBC German broadocasts
and RIAS were not jammed and were olearly received. '

21. It was quite & game|  |to see which Western broadcasts,
‘especially VOA, succeeded in breaking through Soviet jamming
efforts. At Gorodomlys, the VOA Russian-language broadoast
always escaped Jamming on at least one short wave length.
ecannot identify the exact wave lengthe, as they were changed.
so often. These ewitohing tactics on the part of VOA breed
cgsters evidently cauwsed Soviel jammers congiderable diffi-,/
culty. They sometimes jammed the VOA German broadcasts by
mistake for one or two minutes when searching for the wave
lengths of Soviet broadcasis. B ' B

Comments: The on that a far smal-

conviecti
I are su

orters of the re- -
- B is the
comments on Soviet political attitudes.

.1er percentage .of ithe Soviet
gime: than has been indicated
moat i ing feature of

The ggggggggjindiéatioﬁa of a large listening audience (relative
%0 the number of radio owners) of VOA Russilan-langusge broadcasts
‘are of equal interest. Certainly a large percentage of the Soviet

intelligentsia listen to radio broadcasts from the West if such per=

ussian-language broadcasting channel consistently broke through
'S8oviet jamming efforts in the Ostashkov area,
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sons as KEUTORYANSKIY (MGB officer) and VASILYEV
as an avid member of the Party) are regular listeners.
. .Also notewortby is the elaim that et least one VOA .
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